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The First Sunday of Lent 

Sunday 22nd February 2026 

10am 

 

 

 

WELCOME TO ST JOHN’S 

The Parish Church of  

St John the Baptist, Beeston 



 
 

You are very welcome here as you join us in worship. Please sit or stand as you feel comfortable, 

although guidance is provided.  

Please try to be quiet before the service begins.  

If you are a newcomer please take note of the position of the exits, which are clearly marked. There 

are the doors at the rear where you came in and also fire exits towards the front left-hand side of 

the church. In the event of an emergency, stewards will direct you to the nearest exit and assembly 

point. 

Toilet and baby change are available towards the back of church. 

Please join us for refreshments after the service. 

If would like more information about our church please speak to the Vicar or one of the stewards. 

Information can also be found on our website: www.beestonparishchurch.com, and our Facebook 

page: www.facebook.com/beestonparishchurch. 

Photographs and Videos 

Please refrain from taking pictures or videos during the service.  

Communion - We will be offering communion in both kinds (bread and wine) Please refrain 

from dipping consecrated wafers into the communion wine. Communion wine will be offered from 

a common cup in the normal way. Please receive the bread and then the wine, if you wish to, and 

return to your places.  

If you would prefer to receive a prayer of blessing, come forward in the usual way carrying a service 

sheet with you, so we know you’re asking for a blessing rather than communion.  

If you are unable to come forward to receive communion, please advise a steward or member of 

clergy and communion will be brought to you in your place. 

Gluten free wafers are available; please indicate to the priest as you go up to receive 

communion if this is your preference. 

Financial Support 

There will be no offertory collection during the service, but there will be a plate by the door on 

leaving church at which you are invited to make a donation. If you’re able to give a gift, one way to 

give is via our CAF Online Giving page. This can be accessed via 

https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/16013 or via the QR code below. We are grateful to all who are able 

to support our mission and ministry. Additionally, there is now a contactless giving machine at the 

back of church available for your use.  

 

http://www.beestonparishchurch.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/beestonparishchurch
https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/16013


 
 

ORDER OF SERVICE 
The President is Reverend Monika Doering and the Preacher is Father Rob Wiggins.  

 

GATHERING
 

The Lent Prose is sung by Father Wayne – you are invited to join in with the response. 

All: (Response) 

 Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us:  

for we have sinned against thee. 

 

 To thee, Redeemer, on thy throne of glory: 

lift we our weeping eyes in holy pleadings: 

listen, O Jesu, to our supplications. (Response) 

 

All: O thou chief cornerstone, right hand of the Father: 

way of salvation, gate of life celestial: 

cleanse thou our sinful souls from all defilement. (Response) 

 

God, we implore thee, in thy glory seated: 

bow down and hearken to thy weeping children: 

pity and pardon all our grievous trespasses. (Response) 

 

Sins oft committed now we lay before thee: 

with true contrition, now no more we veil them: 

grant us, Redeemer, loving absolution. (Response) 

 

Innocent, captive, taken unresisting: 

falsely accused, and for us sinners sentenced, 

save us, we pray thee, Jesu, our Redeemer. (Response) 

 

All stand to sing the PROCESSIONAL HYMN (AMR 92) when announced. 

 

Forty days and forty nights 

thou wast fasting in the wild; 

forty days and forty nights 

tempted, and yet undefiled. 

 

Sunbeams scorching all the day;  

chilly dew-drops nightly shed; 

prowling beasts about thy way;  

stones thy pillow, earth thy bed. 

 

Shall not we thy sorrows share, 

and from earthly joys abstain, 

fasting with unceasing prayer, 

glad with thee to suffer pain? 

  

And if Satan, vexing sore, 

flesh or spirit should assail, 

thou, his vanquisher before, 

grant we may not faint nor fail. 

 

So shall we have peace divine; 

holier gladness ours shall be; 

round us too shall angels shine, 

such as ministered to thee. 



 
 

Keep, O keep us, Saviour dear, 

ever constant by thy side; 

that with thee we may appear 

at the eternal Eastertide.

 

THE GREETING 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

All  Amen. 

 

Grace, mercy and peace 

from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you 

All   and also with you. 

 

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 

 

A minister introduces the confession and then all pray in silence. 

 

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led 

by the Spirit into the wilderness, where for forty days he was tempted 

by the devil. Let us confess our sins remembering before God the 

times when we have fallen from temptation into sin. 

 

All  Father eternal, giver of light and grace, 

we have sinned against you and against our neighbour, 

in what we have thought, 

in what we have said and done, 

through ignorance, through weakness, 

through our own deliberate fault. 

We have wounded your love 

and marred your image in us. 

We are sorry and ashamed, 

and repent of all our sins. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

who died for us, 

forgive us all that is past; 

and lead us out from darkness 

to walk as children of light. 

Amen. 

 

KYRIE ELEISON is sung 
 

All  Lord, have mercy. 

  Lord, have mercy. 
   

Christ, have mercy. 



 
 

  Christ, have mercy. 
 

  Lord, have mercy. 

  Lord, have mercy. 

 

The Priest says the ABSOLUTION, proclaiming God’s forgiveness and all respond 

Amen. 

 

THE COLLECT 

The Priest introduces a period of silent prayer and then says the prayer of the day. 
Heavenly Father,  

your Son battled with the powers of darkness,  

and grew closer to you in the desert:  

help us to use these days to grow in wisdom and prayer  

that we may witness to your saving love  

in Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All   Amen. 

 

All sit for the reading. 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

READING: Genesis 2.15-17; 3.1-7 

Read by Fran Blacklock 

A reading from the book of Genesis. 

The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. And 

the LORD God commanded the man, ‘You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; but of 

the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it 

you shall die.’ 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God had made. 

He said to the woman, ‘Did God say, “You shall not eat from any tree in the garden”?’ The 

woman said to the serpent, ‘We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, 

“You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you 

touch it, or you shall die.”’ But the serpent said to the woman, ‘You will not die; for God 

knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing 

good and evil.’ So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a 

delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its 

fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then 

the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves 

together and made loincloths for themselves.  

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand. During the HYMN (HON 373) please turn to face the Gospel as it is processed into the 

congregation. Remain standing for the Gospel Reading

Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us 

o'er the world's tempestuous sea; 

guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us, 

for we have no help but thee; 



 

 
 

yet possessing every blessing, 

if our God our Father be. 

 

Saviour, breathe forgiveness o'er us, 

all our weakness thou dost know, 

thou didst tread this earth before us, 

thou didst feel its keenest woe; 

lone and dreary, faint and weary, 

through the desert thou didst go. 

 

Spirit of our God, descending, 

fill our hearts with heavenly joy; 

love with every passion blending, 

pleasure that can never cloy; 

thus provided, pardoned, guided, 

nothing can our peace destroy. 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 4.1-11 

Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. 

The Lord is a great God,  

O that today you would listen to his voice.  

Harden not your hearts. 

Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory.  

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. He 

fasted for forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. The tempter came 

and said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of 

bread.’ But he answered, ‘It is written,  

“One does not live by bread alone, 

but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.”’ 

Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, 

saying to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written, “He will 

command his angels concerning you”, 

and “On their hands they will bear you up, 

so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.”’ 

Jesus said to him, ‘Again it is written, “Do not put the Lord your God to the test.”’  

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the 

world and their splendour; and he said to him, ‘All these I will give you, if you will fall down 

and worship me.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Away with you, Satan! for it is written,  

“Worship the Lord your God, 

and serve only him.”’ 

Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 

This is the gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The Gospel procession returns to the altar. Please sit at the invitation of the preacher. 

 

SERMON Father Rob Wiggins 

 

All stand for THE CREED 

 

All   We believe in one God, 



 

 
 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION led by Sheenagh Bloomfield 

Please sit to pray. One of these responses may be used 

Lord, in your mercy  or  Lord, hear us 

All  Hear our prayer.   All Lord, graciously hear us. 

At the end Merciful Father 

All  accept these prayers 

  for the sake of your Son, 

  our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

  Amen. 

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 



 

 
 

 

THE PEACE 

 

The Priest invites the congregation to stand and introduces the Peace. 

 

Since we are justified by faith, 

we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who has given us access to his grace. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All  and also with you. 

 

  Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

 

You are invited to greet those near to you with an appropriate sign of peace 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN (HON 333) 

 

Jesu, lover of my soul, let me to thy 

bosom fly, 

while the gath’ring waters roll, while 

the tempest still is high: 

hide me, O my Saviour, hide, till the 

storm of life is past; 

safe into the haven guide, O receive 

my soul at last. 

 

Other refuge have I none, hangs my 

helpless soul on thee; 

leave, ah, leave me not alone, still 

support and comfort me. 

All my trust on thee is stayed; all my 

help from thee I bring; 

cover my defenseless head with the 

shadow of thy wing. 

 

Plenteous grace with thee is found, 

grace to cleanse from ev’ry sin; 

let the healing streams abound, 

make and keep me pure within. 

Thou of life the fountain art, freely 

let me take of thee, 

spring thou up within my heart, rise 

to all eternity.

 

PREPARATION OF THE TABLE 

 

The Priest says 

God of our journey, 

as we walk with you on your path of obedience, 

sustain us on our way and lead us to your glory; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All  Amen. 

 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

Remain standing as the Priest says 

 

 

The Lord be with you  



 

 
 

All  and also with you.  

Lift up your hearts. 

All   We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All   It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

The Priest praises God for his mighty acts and all respond 

 

All   Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

The Priest recalls the Last Supper and all respond 

 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

All   Christ has died:  

Christ is risen: 

Christ will come again.  

 

The Prayer continues and all respond 

 

… all honour and glory be yours, Almighty Father,  

for ever and ever. 

All   Amen. 

 

All sit. Silence is kept 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 

 

All   Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 



 

 
 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

 

The Priest breaks the consecrated bread, saying 

 

We break this bread 

to share in the body of Christ. 

All  Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 

 

The Agnus Dei is sung 

 

All  Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

 

Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

 

Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 

grant us peace. 

 

GIVING OF COMMUNION 

 

The Priest invites the people to receive communion. 

 

Jesus is the Lamb of God 

  who takes away the sin of the world. 

  Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

 

All  Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 

  but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 

 

Please come forward to receive communion if you wish. If you would prefer not to receive 

communion, you are warmly encouraged to come forward for a prayer of blessing; please hold your 

hands by your side or carry a service sheet so the Priest knows you'd like a prayer rather than 

communion. 

 



 

 
 

Communion is offered in both kinds, bread and wine, but if you’d prefer to take a consecrated wafer 

and not receive from the communion cup, then you’re welcome to do so. Please refrain from drinking 

the consecrated wine if you have any cold or flu symptoms or are feeling unwell.   

   

The body of Christ. 

All  Amen. 

 

  The blood of Christ. 

All  Amen. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN (HON 146) 

 

Father of heav’n whose love 

profound 

A ransom for our souls hath found, 

Before thy throne we sinners bend, 

To us thy pard’ning love extend. 

2 Almighty son, incarnate word, 

Our prophet, priest, Redeemer, 

Lord. 

Before thy throne we sinners bend, 

To us thy saving grace extend. 

3. Eternal spirit, by whose breath 

The soul is raised from sin and death, 

Before thy throne we sinners bend, 

To us thy quick’ning pow’r extend. 

 

4. Thrice Holy! Father, Spirit, Son; 

 Mysterious Godhead, three in one, 

 Before thy throne we sinners bend, 

 Grace, pardon, life, to us extend. 

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

Lord God, 

you have renewed us with the living bread from heaven; 

by it you nourish our faith, 

increase our hope, 

and strengthen our love: 

teach us always to hunger for him who is the true and living bread, 

and enable us to live by every word 

that proceeds from out of your mouth; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All  Amen. 

 

All  God of our pilgrimage, 

you have fed us with the bread of heaven. 

Refresh and sustain us 

as we go forward on our journey, 

in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Following the notices, all stand for THE BLESSING 
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Christ give you grace to grow in holiness, 

to deny yourselves, take up your cross, and follow him; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

All   Amen. 

Remain standing for the Final Hymn (HON 493 t. 528). Please turn to face the back of church as 

the procession withdraws. 

 

O Jesus, I have promised to serve 

Thee to the end; 

Be Thou forever near me, my Master 

and my Friend; 

I shall not fear the battle if Thou art 

by my side, 

Nor wander from the pathway if 

Thou wilt be my Guide. 

 

O let me feel Thee near me; The 

world is ever near; 

I see the sights that dazzle, the 

tempting sounds I hear; 

My foes are ever near me, around 

me and within; 

But Jesus, draw Thou nearer, and 

shield my soul from sin. 

 O let me hear Thee speaking in 

accents clear and still, 

Above the storms of passion, the 

murmurs of self will. 

O speak to reassure me, to hasten or 

control; 

O speak, and make me listen, Thou 

Guardian of my soul. 

 

 O Jesus, Thou hast promised to all 

who follow Thee 

That where Thou art in glory there 

shall Thy servant be. 

And Jesus, I have promised to serve 

Thee to the end; 

O give me grace to follow, my 

Master and my Friend. 

 

 O let me see Thy foot-marks, and in 

them plant mine own; 

My hope to follow duly is in Thy 

strength alone. 

O guide me, call me, draw me, 

uphold me to the end; 

And then in Heav’n receive me, my 

Saviour and my Friend. 

DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All  In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Wednesday 25th  10am Said Eucharist   

 

Sunday 1st  8am Said Eucharist 

10am Parish Sung Eucharist  

6:30pm BCP Evening Prayer 



 

 
 

Prayers: Please keep those who are unwell, including Mari Herter and Stefan Delorme, Ben and 

Sophie Sanderson, Baby George Smith, Cynthia Wiggins, Beverley Gray, Brenda Smith, Shaun 

Hancox and Alan Holmes in your prayers. Please also remember those who died recently, including 

Brian Walton and Carol Costello, as well as all those who mourn. 
 

NOTICES 

‘Green Pastures’ Dementia Friendly Service: The next service will be on Tuesday 3rd 

March from 2pm-3pm. This is a short service of music, prayers and reflection, with tea & 

coffee afterwards.  

 

Walking with the Word: The Bible study sessions have been rearranged for 7th, 14th and 

21st March, 10am to 11:30am in church. It’s an opportunity to study the Bible together with 

no previous experience required! If you are interested, please sign up on the sheet at the 

back of church.  

 

Work Bee for the Children’s Hospital: Anyone who is planning to attend, please text 

Reverend Monika on 0781 227 8115 so she can plan ahead. Many thanks.  

 

Eco Group: This month the Eco Church group encourage you to spend a few minutes 

thinking about God’s creation and your part in caring for it. We are including some 

thought-provoking quotes from “PlanetWise: Dare to care for God’s world” by Dave 

Bookless. This is highly recommended as an accessible but challenging guide to the issues in 

the light of Christian faith. 

This week - Living it out: Lifestyle as if creation matters 

Jesus says “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation” (Mark 16:15). 

Our mission includes all of God’s creation, not just people. We could joke about how to 

preach to a goat or to a garden, but that would miss the point. This is about not only 

preaching with words, but about how we communicate Jesus’ message in our relationships, 

attitudes and lifestyles. What is the good news for a rainforest that is being chopped down 

to feed our meat-hungry lifestyles? What is the good news for creatures that God lovingly 

made but are now being driven towards extinction? What is the good news for the world’s 

climate systems as they become thrown off course by our polluting lifestyles? 

I believe there is good news for all these situations, and it is found in Jesus. It is the good 

news that sinful, greedy, polluting human beings can be transformed inwardly in their 

relationship with God, and outwardly in their relationship with others and the planet.  

(p. 135 selected sentences). 

 

New on the Eco Church noticeboard 

Some new ideas to help you care for, and enjoy, God's creation in your patch: 

Map your Actions at home on the Notts Wildlife Trust map 

Be nature and creation-friendly in your garden with new Gardening Trends 

Enjoy activities in Nature's Playground with family and friends 

Find the noticeboard to the right of the door to the toilets. You can contact members of 

the Eco Group at church, or send an email to the Church Office. 



 

 
 

Safeguarding 

Over the next few weeks we will be publishing contact details for helplines which may be of 

use to you or someone you know.  

Safe Spaces is a free and independent support service, providing a confidential, 

personal and safe space for anyone who has been abused by someone in the Church or as a 

result of their relationship with the Church of England, the Catholic Church in England and 

Wales or the Church in Wales. 

Safe Spaces Helpline: 0300 303 1056 

Monday to Friday: 09:00-21:00, Saturdays: 09:00-13:00, Sundays: 13:00-17:00 

If you have any concerns, please contact Father Wayne or Julie Howson,  

our Parish Safeguarding Officer. Contact details below.  

There will be no offertory collection during the service, but there will be a plate by the door 

on leaving church at which you are invited to make a donation. If you’re able to give a gift, 

one way to give is via our CAF Online Giving page. This can be accessed via  

https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/16013 or via the QR code below. Alternatively, you can 

make a donation directly to our bank account, number 50149438, sort code 40-10-06. We 

are grateful to all who are able to support our mission and ministry at this difficult time. 

We now have a contactless giving box on one of the tables at the back of church. It is 

very simple to use, with onscreen instructions. You can use either a credit of debit card. 

Although the machine is set up for a £6 donation, you have the option to raise or lower it 

at your discretion. 

Please can we also draw your attention to the Gift Aid forms and envelopes, available 

at the back of church? If you are a tax payer, you are able to Gift Aid any donations made, 

which means we will receive 25% more than the donation amount. So, for example, 

should you donate £10, the church will automatically receive an extra £2.50 via Gift Aid. 

The Gift Aid we receive really does make a big difference, so we would appreciate you 

signing up for this.  

Parish Contacts: 

Vicar     Revd. Wayne Plimmer: 0115 925 4571 (Not Fridays) 

Associate Priest   Revd. Kirstine Buchan: 0787 1162672 (Not Fridays) 

Permission to Officiate  Revd. Rob Wiggins: 07906 664263  

     Revd. Paul Knight: 077 233 46484 

     Father Michael Taylor 07913545537 

     Revd. Dawn Glen 

     Revd. Monika Doering 07930 679806 

Parish Administrator  Kathryn Weller: 07709 756949 

Parish Safeguarding Officer Julie Howson: 07583 007396 

E-mail     beeston.parish@gmail.com 

Website    beestonparishchurch.com 

Facebook page   www.facebook.com/beestonparishchurch 

Please remember to take this order of service with you. You may wish to look over the 

readings and notices again. 

Once you have finished with it, we would encourage you to recycle it. 

https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/16013
mailto:beeston.parish@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/beestonparishchurch


 

 
  



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/beeston-st-john-the-baptist-beeston/ 
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Regular Church Services 

 

Sundays   8am  Said Eucharist 

 

10am Sung Eucharist & Sunday School 

 

Wednesdays  10am  Said Eucharist 

 

Every 1st Sunday 6:30pm  BCP Evening Prayer 

 

Every 3rd Sunday 6:30pm  Taizé Service 

 

Every 1st Tuesday 2pm  ‘Green Pastures’ 

Dementia Friendly Service 

 

Regular Church Groups/Activities 

 

Tuesdays (Term time) 9:30am  ABC2 Baby and Toddler Group  

 

Thursdays   10am Coffee Stop 

 

Every 3rd Thursday   4:30pm  Julian Prayer Group 

 

Every Friday   7:25pm Choir Practice 

 

Every 1st, 3rd & 4thSunday10am  Youth Group 

 

Every 2nd Sunday  6pm  Youth Group 

 

Open Door 

We aim to open on Wednesdays, following the 10am Eucharist 

until 12pm 
 


